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A Duty of Memory

Hard for us it may be
To have a clear idea of times gone by
Fortunately the mind can project images
Of a way of life unknown
Thanks to pictures and sundry possessions
Gathered from the hands of relentless hours
To unfurl the history
Of these helpless, brave and resilient people
Who managed to survive the hell
Of cruel seas en route to a destination unknown

Across the shores of time
Long long back in Indian villages
Due to the greed of moneylenders
And circumstances beyond their control
That rendered living conditions dire
Anonymous men and women
Sometimes by children accompanied
Lured by dreams of better conditions
Decided to sever roots with their motherland
And graft their being to some alien branch
They courageously ignored prejudices
Left behind their past and their relatives
And took the plunge
Some ironically did so metaphorically
When their corpses were cast
Into the oceans where cruel sharks
Lay in wait
When they ultimately reached land
In new climes they were horrified
To discover the harsh reality
A far cry from their hopes of greener pastures
Notwithstanding the shattered dreams
With distorted names and new identities
They faced the situation with a courage
That defies understanding
They toiled tirelessly from dawn to dusk
Hard and harsh were life and the living conditions
They accepted hardships and humiliations meekly

Found solace in prayers
Time can bear witness to their trials and tribulations

Their touch rendered cultivation greener
Boulders gave way to fertile land
What followed was the miracle of productivity
From Mauritius to Guyana
From Suriname to Trinidad
We owe them a duty of memory
Over the countries we have made ours
Their souls continue to hover
And we bow in deep respect and reverence
To them for their legacy

They started life anew forsaking their past
We are at present reupinjg the outcome of their hardships

We are grateful.
Mithyl Banymandhub
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From the Chief Editor’s Desk

The Legacy of the Arya Sama

n the context of the bicentenary celebrations of the birth anniversary of Maharshi
Dayanand Saraswati, a series of activities is being organised by the Arya Sabha
Mauritius.

! The first activity, the Ashwamedha Yajna, started on 10™ February, and lasted
WS 4 for sixty days.

The second event is a four-day international conference which will last from
: 27" to 31% July. The theme of this conference is Girmitya Deshon mein Arya Samaj.

] Arya Sabha has sent invitations to delegates from the Fiji islands, Suriname,
| South Africa and some other countries across the Indian Diaspora. On this occasion
we are publishing this special issue of ‘Aryodaye’.

Indian overseas have played and are playing an important role in these coun-
tries where their great grandparents have settled. They are in no small way contributing to the prosperity of these
countries. They are occupying posts of responsibility and are to be seen in all sectors of life including business.

The Arya Sabha, too, have its share of contribution to this. The message of emancipation which the first
missionaries preached caught the attention of the immigrants and changed their way of life gradually. They re-
jected superstitions and other irrational beliefs. The Arya Samaj gave them dignity and they became conscious of
their roles in society. As the movement gained momentum the ideals of the Arya Sabha percolated to reach the
descendants of the indentured labourers. It brought emancipation and new ideas.

Today the Arya Samaj is a dynamic and vibrant organisation in these countries. It is contributing to the so-
cio-cultural and religious life of the descendants of the Girmitiyas. In a world which is becoming more and more
Euro and American centred, the Arya Samaj has an important role to play to prevent the deculturization of people
of Indian origin. We have travelled a long way and are looking at the future which is beckoning with confidence.

It goes to its credit that as from 1973 Arya Sabha Mauritius has organised several international conferences.
Besides delegates settled across the ‘Girmitya’ Diaspora, some personalities from India will also be joining the
participants in the various sessions of this conference. We wish a warm and hearty welcome to all of them.

We also express our gratitude to all those who, in one way or the other, have generously provided financial
support to organise this conference. We would like to place on record our appreciation of the hard work they have
put in.

Aims and objectives of this conference

This conference which we are organising has lofty ideals. The objectives are threefold. First, we aim at
establishing close ties with all ‘Girmitiya’ countries where the Arya Samaj has a foothold. Second, it is our inten-
tion to carry out a survey to come to know how the Arya Samaj has been functioning across the ‘Girmitiya’ dias-
pora to improve the religious, cultural, social aspects of the life of Indians who migrated to these countries. Third,
we wish to pay a glowing tribute to those missionaries who accepted to undergo untold sacrifices in the dissemina-
tion of Vedic Dharma in these countries.

Vedic Dharma and the Arya Samaj

Vedic Dharma is a way of life — the righteous way of living. It is based on universal truths which are op-
posed to superstitions and myths. It emphasises that the whole world is one family — ‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam .

To achieve this, one has to shun selfishness, dishonesty, cruelty and hatred. Vedic Dharma can be the solu-
tion for such ills which continue to pervade society. The Vedas lay emphasis on discipline, austerity, prayers, ritu-
als which help the human being to lead a life according to the precepts mentioned in our religious texts. In other
words, a life which is well living.

On behalf of the Editorial Team and my own, I wish all participants from abroad a happy stay in our midst
and fruitful deliberations. May noble thoughts come to us from all sides.

I would also like to express my heartfelt thanks and gratitude to all the people who have contributed their
articles to this special issue.

Dr Oudaye Narain Gangoo
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Arya Samaj in Guyana

Acharya Bramdeo Mokoonlall, USA

I he teachings of Arya Samaj and its founder, Maharshi Dayanand Sar-
aswati, reached the shores of Guyana in the early 1900’s. Bhai Par-

manand was the first Arya Samaj missionary. He gave a new momentum
to the Samaj’s outreach: the snowball effects among the Indian diaspora
in  Guyana with focus on education nurtured the physical, mental-moral-
spiritual, and social uplift of Indian Indentured labourers and their
descendants. Hindus, as a sizeable pie of the intelligentsia in Guyana
emerged as a force to reckon with the homeland and thereafter in USA
and Canada with onwards migration of descendants of the Girmitiya
community.

Timeline :

1921 : First Arya Samaj was established in Guyana.
1929 : Arrival of Vedic missionary, Pandit Mehta Jaimini led to centralized organization of the
Arya Samaj.
1936 : Arrival of Pandit Bhaskaranand who, during his ten year stay, helped in the setting up of
several Samajs.
1937 : American Aryan League established as the parent body for all the Arya Samajs in Guyana.
1938 : Registration of American Aryan League under the Friendly Societies Ordinance with a building
as the headquarters of the League.
1955 : Arrival of Pandit Usharbudh Arya, establishment of youth organizations as Arya Veer Dal and
the Arya's Ashram at the Mahaicony River.
Feeling threatened by the new awareness amongst youth through the activities of the Arya Veer

Dal, and the emergence of an intelligentsia among Hindus, the then Burnham Government asked
Pandit Usharbudh Arya to leave Guyana.

1966 : May 26, Guyana became an independent state within the Commonwealth and a republic on
February 23, 1970.

A common feature among the Girmitya diapora (Indian Indentured labourers) in several coun-
tries is that, they joined the Arya Samaj where they benefitted from the Sanatan Dharma (Vedic) edu-
cation programme and became better persons, better in character, deed, and nature. The strong advo-
cacy of the Arya Samaj against the birth-based caste system led to its eradication in Guyana. It is a par-
adigm shift from what is still very existent, plaguing the community of People of Indian Origin across
the world.

Arya Samaj is still pursuing the Sanatan Dharma (Vedic) education programme leading its
members and well-wishers to be noble in character, deed, and nature.

1968 : American Aryan League was renamed Guyana Arya Pratinidhi Sabha.
1969 : Guyana Arya Pratinidhi Sabha officially recognized by the government of the newly
independent state of Guyana.

The setting up of the Arya Pracharak Mandal, council of priests ensured that the activities of the
Samaj were conducted in accordance with the scriptures.

1973 : Revival of the youth organization under the name of Guyana Aryan Youth League. Youth
assumed a significant role in the conduct of weekly satsangs.
The American Aryan League also ran a primary and a post-primary school.

Frfutear 2ot ofiv RS 9



1975 : Arya Samaj in Guyana had 40,000 members, with 35 Arya Samaj branches under the umbrella
of the American Aryan League.

Members of the Arya Samaj advocated the end of Indian immigration and stood at the forefront
of the struggle for independence of British Guyana. They vehemently opposed the caste system and
advocated that Brahmins need be learned persons with Vedic education and impeccable character. A
handful of lady priests, Pandita’s officiating Yajnas and leading satsangs, broke the glass ceilings stirred
the orthodoxy but galvanized the community.

In the 1970s, a majority of the People of Indian Origin (PIO) community in Guyana with the Arya
Samaj movement at the forefront, supported Cheddi Jagan, leader of the People's Progressive Party
(PPP) to counter Forbes Burnham and the People's National Congress (PNC) which was perceived as
dictatorial and PIO community.

The Arya Samaj in Guyana was victim to split along political affiliations. In the late 1970s, the Ber-
bice Central Arya Samaj called a unification meeting of the Arya Pratinidhi Sabha and the American Ar-
yan League. The Guyana Central Arya Samaj, as umbrella organization, has since chosen to remain in-
dependent of political association.

Among the stalwarts, Pandit Ramlall became a cherished leader of the Arya Samaj in New York, USA.

Acharya (Dr) Satish Prakash, though living in New York, is very active, holding annual camps and sermons in Guy-

ana. He has added another milestone by establishing the MaharshiBayanand Gurukul in Guyana.
-

)

X
oy

Maharshi Dayanand Gurukul at Uitvlugt, West Coast Demerara Guyana

The Arya Samaj movement in Guyana, is not a movement for a specific race; once someone ac-
cepts the ten principles, he/she becomes a member of the Arya Samaj family. It has been, is and will
always be a cradle of brilliant ideas, fearless people fighting for what is right. Since its establishment in
Guyana, the Arya Samaj has produced leaders in all spheres of society; many are volunteers, serving
the Arya Samajs in New York (USA), and Toronto, Calagary, Vancouver (Canada.)

It is amazing to see the Guyanese Girmitiya Diaspora performing Sandhya, Havan, reading Veda
mantras and chanting bhajans from texts in Roman script although they have lost the Hindi language.
More astonishing is the dexterity of the youth in reciting Sandhya and Havan mantras, singing bhajans,
playing harmonium, tabla, dholak and other instruments, some multi-talented handling several instru-
ments; in many cases, family members each handling an instrument perform as an orchestra during
the satsangs.

There is a lot to learn from Guyana, especially the way the youth is very vibrant and forward

stepping to be the torch bearers. O]
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The contribution of Arya Samaj to the uplift
of indentured Labourers in Mauritius

Dr Vidoor Dilchand

o‘ the pyramlds in Egypt and the development of the Roman Empire. At the be-
o= f ’ %l ginning, the labourers wilfully and knowingly sold their labour to their masters.
e forcefully trap the stout natives of Africa and sell them to the wealthy masters
| thus making great profits in this trade. This system is known by slavery.

The slave trade was rendered easy as the Negroes were nomads. They had
no permanent houses and according to some unconfirmed sources they had
no family bond, hence, no developed culture. Culture, to me, is the collection
of the best that has been said, made and done for the uplift of the human society.

The history of slaves in Mauritius is very heart touching. Fortunately, for
the slaves, the slave trade ended in 1833.

Cheap Labour from the Subcontinent

Once slavery came to an end, the former slaves refused to work on the sugarcane plantations or for their
former masters. As they were very strong physically and morally they decided to work as fishermen, stone ma-
sons and the like. They were the first entrepreneurs of Mauritius.

The landlords suffered a severe blow. They wanted to make of Mauritius the sugar granary of the British
Empire. All of a sudden, their dream was shattered. They turned to India for cheap labour. They knew that Indi-
ans had a strong sense of duty and were very docile compared to the freedom loving, and, at times, rebellious
slaves.

They lured the Indians and made them agree to come and work on the sugarcane fields of Mauritius. They
signed an agreement for five years. As they could not pronounce the English word agreement properly they gave
it a Hindi pronunciation ‘Girmit’ and they became to be known as Girimitias.

Landing of Immigrants

The ship Sarah arrived in Mauritius on 01 August 1834 with thirty-nine indentured labourers.

A misconception about the indentured labourers still persists ...... and we are made to believe that they
were very poor, illiterate and left their country to escape ‘famine’, that it, scarcity of food. This is not true. They
were rich people and highly cultured. Culture implies literacy as well! A word of caution is needed here. Litera-
cy does not mean knowledge of English only. One can be literate in a language other than English.

Those who believe that the indentured labourers were poor and illiterate may be advised to visit the muse-
um of Indian immigrants at the archives of the Mahatma Gandhi Institute. There they will see the collection of
Indian immigrants’ photos laden with fine jewelry of their times known as “Hounsly” the neck jewelry,
‘Jhoumka’ — earings and ‘jhanjepatly’ worn in the ankle — to name but a few which easily amounts to one Kg of
silver. The men had silver belts and silver chains for their pocket watches. This will enable them to draw their
own conclusion.

The Indians brought with them books “Shigrabodh”, “Ramayana” etc. in Kaithi scripts. The movement of
Indentured labourers continued up to 1924.

The landlords had a hidden agenda. They wanted to deculturize the indentured labourers. Every time they
brought in labourers, they brought only 30-40% of women. This caused a social imbalance. They thought that

the indentured labourers would have recourse to mixed marriages and lose their socio-cultural identity. But this
did not work.

The indentured labourers bravely faced all the harsh difficulties of their times as they believed in God and
the law of Karma. As they had to work till very late in the afternoon. They had no time to prepare their next gen-
eration as they hoped and wished.

Manilall Doctor and the Arya Sabha

Fortunately for them, Barrister Gandhi paid a short visit to Mauritius in 1901. During his stay, he saw the

social and cultural conditions of the indentured labourers. He advised them to consider Mauritius as their
homeland, educate their children and take an active interest in politics.
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When Mahatma Gandhi reached India, he sent #~
Manilall Doctor to Mauritius to help improve the sad
condition of the indentured labourers.

Manilall Doctor helped to establish the Arya Sa
maj in Mauritius. Slowly but surely, the movement | I ?
gained momentum and nearly every village had its Ar- \ o
ya Samaj where all the socio-cultural and educational :
activities were held. 3 :

The Arya Samajists were fearless people. Their Fiees=
motto was “Jo bole so abhay Vedic dharma ki jai”. s
They devoted heart and soul to the organization and
uplift of the community.

~The community thus had a forum from where all %=

This resulted in active participation of the community g
in politics. - - - :
The Arya Samaj produced learned and cultured generations through their Hindi schools. With time, the
Arya Samaj introduced Academic and religious examinations from Indian Institutions. This paved the way for
Mauritians to go for higher studies in India.

The Emancipation of Indentured Labourers

The next generation took active interest in politics. At the beginning, they supported the party which advo-
cated their interest and when they became strong enough they created their own political party.

The volunteers of the Arya Samaj will be remembered for helping the Indian folk to write their names in
Hindi as it was a prerequisite to qualify to become an elector. This volunteer action helped to increase the num-
ber of voters and with time they won nearly all elections.

The contribution of the Arya Samaj to the emancipation of the indentured labourers can easily be assessed
by the fact that Dr. Sir Seewoosagar Ramgoolam always attended the yajna at the seat of Arya Sabha before go-

ing to attend the official flag hosting ceremony of the independence celebration at the Champ de Mars. O]
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THE “GREAT EXPERIMENT”

No self'is of itself alone. It has a long chain of intellectual ancestors.
The "I" is chained to ancestry by many factors ... This is not mere allegory, but an eternal memory.

Erwin Schrodinger

Year 1834, September 4"

Motilal gazed at the starless night as the voices of his daughter and wife echoed
inside his head, paralyzing his brain, threatening to awaken the tide of emotions,
which had been repressed by the six month long journey on this ship. Motilal still re-
membered the look on his daughter’s face upon the first sight of this humongous ship.
It was an expression of pride indwelling her awe and admiration, a feeling that was
foreign to them. Six months later, while sitting cross-legged with an empty stomach
that had not been fed for two days, Motilal nearly regretted his impulsive decision of
travelling to an unknown island. It was certainly not the first time he had not eaten in
days. Starvation was a hallmark of poverty, which plagued generations of his family.
However, the idea of contractual work on an island which guaranteed a generous source of income had rekindled
the hope of a secure prosperous future for his children. He had not expected to face starvation so soon.

At the age of twenty- five, Motilal was already a father of his five-year-old daughter. Their lives had been
gnawed by poverty, in addition to which, the news of his wife’s pregnancy had struck them like a bolt of
lightning. Motilal knew the fate of his unborn child. He did not want another child of his to be deprived of his
basic needs. A few days later, talks of a contractual work started spreading around the village. It was rumored
that it paid handsomely. Furthermore, the island was considered to be mystic. It was believed that at one time,
pirates inhabited the island, as a result of which, many of their prized treasures were accidentally discovered by
labourers, making them rich overnight. The rags to riches story had worked like a magical potion on Motilal.
Entrusting his pregnant wife and daughter to his elder brother’s family, he embarked on board the “Atlas”, with a
promise to return as a rich man.

Today, the thought of returning to his people drowned his eyes with tears. He shifted his gaze from the
pitch dark sky towards a corpse lying next to him. The corpse belonged to a twenty-seven year old emaciated
looking man, named Bhola. The latter was the closest friend Motilal had made on this ship. They had spent days
brewing dreams of becoming rich Sahebs after accidently discovering gold and pearls while working on the
island. Sometimes they wondered that they might not be fortunate enough to be destined of such riches, but they
were confident that their children would eat heartily, go to school and get a respectable job with a generous pay.

As the dead body of his dear friend lay next to him, he wondered if Bhola would meet the same fate as the
other corpses on the ship. When for the first time a labourer had died on the ship, his body was tossed into the sea
within minutes of his death. They were later explained that the death was caused by some contagious disease that
could spread to others, hence the disposal of the body was imperative. However, as more people died, their
bodies were flung into the ocean thoughtlessly. Four hours passed since Bhola had breathed his last, yet Motilal
clung to the hands of his deceased friend, in an attempt to convince others that Bhola was merely sleeping. Since
Bhola had been severely diseased for the last week and none of the Sahebs had cared enough to check on him, the
excuse provided by Motilal seemed plausible. As the warmth gradually disappeared from the corpse and rigor
mortis began to set in, Motilal knew that it was time to part ways. He began reciting some verses from the
Ramayana, which belonged to Bhola. One hour into the recitation, a Saheb walked towards Motilal, curious at
the sight of Motilal reading the Ramayana. He instantly knew that Bhola had passed away and his friend was
simply buying some time to perform some rituals.

Motilal had yet to finish his verse when he was blinded by the kick of a heavy boot. He was thrown to the
side and the Ramayana sacred text was out of his grasp. The Saheb muttered some words under his breath and
called out for some of his mates. The corpse was held by two people and was cast into the darkness of the night.
Motilal ran towards the deck, exercising his infinitesimal chance to catch a last glimpse of his friend, but he was
greeted by nothing but the cold, fathomless abyss of darkness.

“Free Indian workers under engagement were employed as from 1825, but the beginning of the great
Experiment started with the recruitment of 75 labourers from Calcutta and Bombay by Arbuthnot in 1834.
Indian workers were perceived as being quiet, docile and industrious by colonists and soon other planters
followed the example of Arbuthnot. The recruitment and arrival were done by private parties. However, the Anti
- Slavery Society brought indentured immigration to the attention of the British Parliament and this culminated in
the suspension of emigration from British presidencies in 1838.”

(Extract from an overview of history of Indenture)

Dr. Poornasha Mohabeer
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The Arya Samaj movement, after its creation in 1875 spread throughout
the world after only a short span of twenty-five years despite very limited
means of communication. It is to be added that, during those days foreign
travel for Indians was restricted by society regulations. On the other hand,
people from all over the world used to come to India as students, traders,
plunderers or even colonizers. But, much later, after several events, Indians
started travelling and have adorned the image of their country wherever they
have been. Likewise, one specific category of immigrants was settled in

various continents through the Indentured Immigration System. It is not a
secret for anybody as to the trials and tribulations those Indian immigrants
had to undergo.

In such trying circumstances, the Arya samaj movement came to their rescue and gave them a
new lease of life. Arya samaj not only helped them to better their lot but, also to play a vital role in the
nation building process of their respective countries of adoption. Mauritius is one vivid example.
Innumerable stalwarts of the Arya samaj from India visited the various continents as Vedic
missionaries to give support and guidance to the Indian workers. Our neighbour South Africa, had the
good fortune to welcome Prof. Bhai Parmanand M.A in 1905 as the first messenger of Swami Dayanand
Saraswati. Swami Shankaranand, an inspiring figure with a good command of English Language, went
there in 1908. The other missionaries who visited South Africa were Pt Ishwardutt Vedalankar (1921),
Prof. Yashpal (1937), Pt Pravin Singh (1922), Pt Mehta Jaimini (1934), Pt Anand Priya (1934), Swami
Mangalanand Puri (1913) etc.

However, the name of Pt. Nardev Vedalankar will be written in golden letters. Pandit ji was a
scholar from Gurukul Kangri and arrived in South Africa in 1947 as a teacher of Gujarati and Hindi. He
has made a lasting contribution by dedicating the rest of his life to the service of Vedic religion, Indian
culture, Hindi and Sanskrit, in South Africa. Pandit ji has written several books, started various
examinations, trained Vedic priests and founded benevolent organisations. Mauritius too, has gained a
lot from the works of Pandit Nardev Vedalankar ji.

Swami Manoharanand Saraswati visited the Fiji Islands in 1913, Manilal Doctor in 1912, Pt Mehta
Jaimini and Pt Shri Krishna Sharma in 1926, Pt Gopendra Narain Pathik in 1925 and Pt Amichand M.A
in 1927. Arya Samaj in Suriname was inaugurated in 1911 only after the visit of Bhai Parmanand
whereas, Arya Samaj in Guyana was established after the visit of Pt Mehta Jaimini in 1929. Pt Jaimini
also visited Trinidad in 1934. Mauritius has been very lucky to welcome countless social workers,
scholars and Swamis. The names of some are Manilal Doctor (1907), Dr Chiranjiv Bhardwaj (1911),
Swami Virjanand, Swami Swatantranand (1950), Mehta Jaimini, Swami Dhruvanand (1956), Swami
Narayanand (1952), Mahatma Anand Bhikshu (1954), Swami Vidyanand Videh, Acharya Krishna Ji,
Swami Satya Prakash and Acharya Vaidyanath Shashtri.

But times have changed. We have to introspect and develop new strategies to face the increasing
challenges of our global community. Arya Sabha Mauritius, after serious reflexion, has taken the
laudable initiative of hosting the conference on the Girmitiya Diaspora. Our problems are identical and
I am confident that the deliberations will be fruitful and these countries can show their solidarity for
future activities.

The 200t Birth Anniversary Celebrations of Swami Dayanand Saraswati will be another
milestone in the endeavour for bettering the lot of humanity through the dissemination of the Vedic
principles, as propounded by Swami ji. It is to be underlined that the series of activities organised by
Arya Sabha Mauritius in this context, will culminate in another international meet early next year.
I wish all the delegates a fruitful deliberation.

Rajnarain Guttee
(Organising Secretary)
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Arya Samaj in Countries of Indian Diaspora -
The Mauritian Case

Mprs Artee Paupiah

Our island was first colonized from 1658 to 1710 by the Dutch. Then, the
French established their rule as from 1715 to 1810. Initially, slaves from Africa and
Madagascar were brought to work in the sugarcane fields which developed into a
sugar industry by the nineteenth century. After that, the British seized the island in
1810 and governed it until 1968. On February 1%, 1835, slavery was abolished in
Mauritius and 65,000 African and Malagasy slaves were liberated.

Subsequently, a cheap workforce required by the industry was met through
| indentured labour. Indentured workers were recruited from India and conveyed to
various British colonies across the world to work on plantations. The majority were
-| from Bihar and Eastern Uttar Pradesh. Among the indentured workers were coolies,
errand boys, domestic servants, cooks and cooks' assistants, grooms and coachmen
and a host of others such as hawkers, barbers, peons, ex-policemen, pujaris, dancing
-girls and their male attendants, street musicians and entertainers, prostitutes, pickpockets and thieves. Accord-
ing to available estimates, between 1834 and 1920, nearly 700,000 Indian indentured labourers landed at the
Aapravasi Ghat, an immigration depot located in the harbour of Port-Louis.

System of Modified Slavery

Although, a five-year contract was signed that guaranteed a wage and free passage back to India, work
and living conditions were very close to slavery, at least during the years 1837 to 1853. The Indenture System in
Mauritius was nothing less than a system of modified slavery, an autocratic, capitalistic regime in which the end
product and the material gains mattered more than human life.

The seed of the Arya Samaj (Society of the Nobles) was haphazardly sown on Mauritian soil in 1898 by
Subedar Bholanath Tiwari of the first Bengal Infantry, a religious man who had brought with him a copy of the
Satyartha Prakash of Swami Dayananda Saraswati, the founder of the Arya Samaj in Bombay in 1875.

Mahatma Gandhi’s Visit

The first year of the last century was marked by the visit of Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi to Mauritius.
On 30th October 1901, while he was on his way from South Africa to India, he landed in Port-Louis and stayed
in Mauritius until 19th November 1901. He could address the Indians and laid emphasis on the education of
children, the need for all communities to live harmoniously and the participation of Indians in local politics. As
a result, two years after Gandhi's visit, a small group of progressive Hindus founded the Arya Samaj.

Khemlall Lallah, Guruparsad Duljeetlall, Gayasingh Ramkhelawonsingh and Ramsharan Moti tried hard to
establish the Arya Samaj in 1903, 1906 and 1907 respectively but every time their efforts failed because the migrant
Indian community in Mauritius was still plunged in darkness owing to lack of education and age old orthodoxy. As
such, in 1907 Manilal Maganlal Doctor, a lawyer with M.A. and LLB degrees was sent by Mahatma Gandhi to de-
fend the interest of the Indian labourers in court and promote their empowerment in Mauritius.

Eventually, with his support the local Arya Samaj was placed on a firm footing in 1910 with the help of
Ramjeelall, Khersingh, Lekhram, Moonsasingh and Pandit Gayasingh. The new society was later supported by
Doctor Chiranjiv Bhardwaj, Swami Swatantranand and Pandit Cashinath Kistoe.

The principles of Arya Samaj began to infiltrate the Hindu community who clamoured for more social justice.
This reformist movement had a major impact on the island’s religious, educational and political life by stimulating
religious reform and a revival of Indianness. The Arya Samaj was the first Hindu institution to open a primary school
at Vacoas (Aryan Vedic) in 1918. Today, Mauritius provides free education from pre-primary to tertiary levels.
Schooling in the country is compulsory upto the age of 16 as stipulated in the Satyartha Prakash.

Intellectuals and Leaders

The Arya Samaj has also produced several intellectuals and leaders like Dr. Jugroo Seegobin, Mohunlal
Mohith, Teeluckparsad Callychurn, Bramduth Nundlall, and among the women are Soodevi Bhima and Luck-
hawtee Hurgobin. It has immensely contributed to the evolution of the political system of Mauritius.

Today, the Mauritian population that originated from Indian indentured migrants is not a minority de-
pendent on their country of origin but a majority community that has greatly contributed to the building of the
Mauritian nation.

As such, the 2nd November is an important date in the history of Mauritius because it is considered as the
day to commemorate and to reflect on the arrival of the first indentured labourers, their toils and sacrifices and
their contribution in the making of Mauritius

Their arrival has significantly altered the demography, society, economy, and politics of this small Indian
Ocean island, even if most towns and villages bear French or English names.
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Indian indentured emigration to Fiji began in 1879. It was started by Sir Arthur
Gordon, the first substantive governor of the colony (1875-80), to meet the short-
age of labour caused by the prohibition of commercial employment of the Fijians
and by the increasing uncertainty and cost of the Polynesian labour trade. A heart-
felt homage should be paid to the Girmityas, Indian indentured labourers, whose
journey to Fiji under British colonial rule from 1879 to 1916 shaped the nation's
socio-cultural landscape. "Under this system, Indian labourers were recruited from
British India to work on sugar plantations in Fiji, which was then a British colony.
During this period, more than 60,000 Indians were brought to Fiji under indenture
| and became known as Girmitiyas."

Hinduism in Fiji has a following primarily among Indo-Fijians, the descend-
| ants of indentured workers brought to Fiji by the British as cheap labour for coloni-
al sugarcane plantations. Hindus started arriving in Fiji in 1879 and continued
through 1920, when Britain abolished the slavery-like indenture system. Muslim
presence in Fiji is the result of the introduction of indentured Indian labour there in the interests of the British Em-
pire. Between 1879 and 1916, some 60,553 Indian labourers came to Fiji; of these 7,635 (males 5,098, females
2,537) or 12.61% of the total were Muslims. South Asians were initially brought to Fiji as indentured laborers to
work on sugar cane plantations. Between 1879 and 1916, a total of 60,000 South Asians arrived in Fiji. Approxi-
mately 25,000 of these returned to South Asia.

Fiji recognised the 143rd anniversary of ‘girmit’ as never before in recent history, marking the arrival of
Indian indentured workers in the country on May 14, 1879. The first ship Leonidas was followed by 86 other
ships that landed 60,965 Girmitiyas in Fiji from 1879 to 1916. Linguistic evidence suggests that they came
from northern or central Vanuatu, or possibly the eastern Solomons. Before long they had moved further on, colo-
nizing Rotuma to the north, and Tonga and Samoa to the east.

An abhorrent trade

In 1834, the British Slavery Abolition Act came into force, abolishing slavery throughout the Empire. Though
billed as a revolutionary moment in world history, the wheels of slavery were reinvented and renamed, and the indentured
labour system was instituted throughout the Empire. Under the indenture system, which lasted from 1834-1917, the Brit-
ish employed Indian labour for five-year terms, with some 1.2 million Indians serving, largely as plantation workers.

For Fiji, a British colony, 60,965 Indian indentured labourers were recruited to work in the country’s sugarcane planta-
tions. As the workers were generally illiterate, the system came to be known as ‘Girmit’ (derived from the word
‘agreement’), and later the labourers came to be called ‘Girmitiyas’.

While the system differed from slavery in that workers were hired for periods of five years, it was still based on deceit and ex-
ploitation. In the recruitment of workers, the districts of Gonda, Basti, Faizabad, Sultanpur, Azamgarh, Gorakhpur, Allahabad, Jaunpur,
Shahabad and Rae Bareilly in the United Provinces and Bihar were targeted. These districts often suffered natural calamities in the form
of droughts, floods and famines. In 1903, recruitment was extended to South India.

Prospective workers were told of the riches that awaited them in Fiji. Some were told that Fiji was part of India, or
near India, that the nature of work varied, and that they could return in five years laden with fortune. The labourers were
then taken to the sub-depots where they joined others for the journey ahead. Many soon realised that their freedom was
lost. None could escape. Those who resisted were kept in isolation without food or intimidated into submission.

As ships departed from the river Hooghly in darkness, recruits were unable to experience visually their laceration
from the motherland. Still, there was resistance. In the second ship Berar, and third ship Poonah, bound for Fiji in 1882,
fifteen people found separation from the motherland unbearable. They jumped overboard and got drowned. Subsequently,
all coolie ships, as they came to be derisively called, were accompanied by boats until they reached the open seas.

Of the 60,965 recruits registered for transportation to Fiji, hundreds died at sea. In the nocturnal hours, their bodies
were disposed of without rites or ritual. It took three months by sail ship and one month by steam ship to reach Fiji. De-
spite the hardship during this period, a type of bonding occurred among the recruits who called each oth-
er jahajibhai (shipmates).

Planting resentment
On reaching Fiji, the recruits were kept in quarantine on Nukulau Island before being allocated to the plantations.
On the day of allocation, the recruits were formed into groups for plantation owners to transport them by boat to their des-

tinations. The largest number of Girmitiyas were allocated to the CSR Company that operated sugar mills and had its own
sugarcane plantations.

Frfutear 2ot ofiv RS 29



Paucity of women created grave social <
conditions. Cases of polyandry were known Vanua Levu

in many plantations, and women bore the o 00
brutishness of the ‘Girmit’ system, with no Fl 1 ! “ -
rights to justice. / . y

On 4 November 1912, Hannah Dud- Island  / .
ley, a Methodist missionary who worked with ) © 6 C .
Girmitiya women in Nausori, wrote movingly Y, Y R .
in an open letter directed to Indian leaders
asking them to rescue their compatriots from
the infamy of Girmit in Fiji, and to abolish the e Suva
system as it was beyond redemption. She -
claimed that she was haunted by the looks of d’d‘ [ . T
fear and despair on the faces of Girmitiya
women returning from the plantation after a
day’s work. In 1919, largely due to public South Pacific Ocean
pressure in India, the system of indentured
labour ended.

Emergence of a subculture

Circumstances changed for the Girmitiyas when they became marooned in Fiji through the deception of the inden-
ture system. While most had signed five-year contracts, to qualify for a free return passage to India, the Girmitiyas were
required to stay in Fiji for another five years. The idea behind this provision was that they would re-indenture or break
their links with the homeland and stay back in Fiji, thereby providing for the labour needs of the colony. But few re-
indentured: most engaged in farming to support their livelihood and began raising families.

In the aftermath of Girmit (1879-1919), a new diasporic subculture of Indianness took root in Fiji. The Girmitiyas
had come largely from the United Provinces, though approximately 15 percent were from the south. Two dialects of the
Indian subcontinent, Awadhi and Bhojpuri, prevailed over others and produced a distinct lingua franca, which came to be
called Fiji Hindi. Though it is a distortion of Hindi, it gained strength and influence from Bollywood films released during
the 1950s. Fiji Hindi also posesses a strong sprinkling of Urdu that adds a distinct quality to it. Descendants of those from
South India today also speak Fiji Hindi and Tamil, while Telugu and Malayalam languages are no longer spoken among
the younger generations. The Indo-Fijian culture evolved in relative obscurity, though it has been refined and adapted
through its interplay with Western culture, and now exists even outside of Fiji while retaining its distinctive character.

Despite the crystallisation of a common culture and identity, the descendants of the Girmitiyas of Fiji have faced
systemic political and economic marginalisation. In the post-Girmit, pre-Independence period (from 1920-1970), Indo-
Fijians strived for equality with Europeans, but retained second-class citizenry and had very little influence on govern-
ment plans and policies.

Luxhmee Jaypaul
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The Legacy of Arya Samaj in Countries of

Indian Diaspora

“With the revolution of Brahm Gyaan, the day you attain
4 peace within, that day external peace will prevail too. The day the
| sun of new era dawns within you, the very same day it will dawn
4| outside too.” If there is a delay in attaining world peace then it is
| because of us only. This is why, it is of a paramount importance
or each and every Arya to understand clearly and thoroughly that
n front of us are lying scattered our own character’s pieces. It is
our very own duty to assemble them and by getting assembled
alone, will the objective of awakening to global peace be accom-
plished. Having a microscopical view on this very fact, Arya Samaj
has already put a step ahead. We can have this insight by having
a look at countries of Indian Diaspora where Arya Samaj is estab-
lished. We can see everywhere that : all countries of Indian Dias-
pora are harmonizing their personality via which they are associ-
ated in the mission and vision of Arya Samaj.

If we are a good observers, we can firstly see that Swami Dayanand holds a flag in
which is written, “Paakhand Khandini Pataka”, implying to end all sorts of hypocrisy and
imposture. It is an undeniable fact that, wherever Arya Samaj has brought its mission, in
that place the level of imposture, hypocrisy, dogmas and other negative alternatives are low.
The reason is that, Arya Samaj, with the divine grace and will of the Supreme Self by the
medium of Swami Dayanand has chosen us, people of various nationalities yet of that same
origin and ‘Rishi Parampara’ as individuals with whom Arya Samaj would reach out the
summum of the whole world. We are the builders of this new era where falseness will be at
its lowest ebb and the truth will be shining like a star at the highest point of the universe.
Many of us might think that, we are all following the footsteps of Swami Dayanand with all
our efforts, still our transformation has not rectified every person in our family. Then how
can our efforts bring and establish peace in the world?

There is a universal law known as the law of correspondence. The law states; “As above
so below, as below so above, the same pattern is expressed on all plains of existence from
the smallest electron to the largest star and vice versa, all is one.” If we have a close up un-
derstanding to this law, we can see that Swami Dayanand has already given us the answer
to the above question, in the third principle of Arya Samaj that, “The Vedas are the book of
all true knowledge. It is the main duty of all the Aryas to read, to preach, to listen, to hear
them being read.” This claims that, we should not just read, because by reading we will be
able to rectify only ourselves and not bring changes in others’ life. Hence, alongside reading
we should preach them and motivate people to live their life according to the Vedas. They
shall then others experience the peace that we are experiencing.

This is the legacy of Arya Samaj in various countries of Indian Diaspora. We can see
that little by little, Arya Samaj is gaining momentum the day is not far when we will be ac-
commodating the whole world under the same roof of Arya Samaj.

Surensing Runglall

The first (efficient) cause of all true knowledge and all that is known

through knowledge is parameshvara (the Highest Lord i.e. God).

Ist Principle of Arya Samaj
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Arya Samaj in Mauritius = A country of the Indian Diaspora

“Providing a new dimension — Moving from the Western to the
Eastern Ocean”

V‘ V henever someone associates himself with an organization and works with
A1 commitment, unparalleled things are prone to occur. When a respectable space

J mission is launched, it is called a moon shot. Swami Dayanand Saraswati had
fl made us part of ‘Arya Samaj’ by sharing his vision with us. “It fills my heart

8l with joy unspeakable...”, like Swami Vivekanand said at the world conference in
/ Chicago, “to see the mission and vision of Swami Dayanand, from Self-
i \ Awakening to World Peace” being accomplished in various corners of the world

| where the Indian Diaspora is to be found. Let us have a deep insight into the
Wil progress and changes that Arya Samaj has brought in Mauritius, a country of the
Indian Diaspora and assisted in moving it from the Western to the Eastern
= Ocean.

Arya Samaj’s contribution to the development of Mauritius
In the field of Education

Enlightenment has also been the prime objective of Arya Samaj. This is the main reason why, while
establishing the Arya Samaj and its principles, Swami Dayanand declared; “One should promote knowledge
(realization of subject and object) and dispel ignorance (illusion). The Arya Sabha Mauritius runs two primary
schools — the Pandit Cashinath Kishtoe Arya Vedic Hindu Aided School and the Ramsaroop Ramgutty Aryan
Vedic School. Additionally, we have three secondary schools — the Prof. Soodursun Jugessur D.A.V College Rose
Belle, the D.A.V College Port-Louis and the D.A.V College Morcellement St. Andre. More than that, the Arya
Sabha Mauritius also runs a tertiary institution known as the Rishi Dayanand Institute (RDI). On top of it all in
Mauritius we have over four hundred branches of Arya Samaj, more than a hundred of which run afternoon
Baithkaas, where children at a very young age are taught Hindi and also dharmic education. Hence, we can see
that, the Arya Sabha Mauritius has left no stone unturned in providing the population of Mauritius its support in
terms of education.

Women Empowerment

With the efforts and blessings of Swami Dayanand Saraswati, Arya Samaj has always strived for the
emancipation of women. Arya Samaj has thus known numerous women who have reached the highest pinnacle of
life be 1t at a personal level or at a professional level. First, Swami Dayanand founded a school specially for girls
known as the ‘Maha Kanya Vidyalaya’. When the Arya Samaj was set up in Mauritius, in the year 1912, an
association of women started in Vacoas to sensitize their sisters about their fundamental rights and to educate
them. Then, the initiative was taken by the Arya Pratinidhi Sabha, the Women’s Association of the Arya Samaj,
that is, the Mauritius Arya Mahila Mandal was founded in 1931 in Port Louis. It was then that, the first Women
Conference took place in 1965 and was followed in 1970. More than fifty Mahila Samajs in Mauritius were
present at that conference and from then onwards women started to be educated. The wife of Dr. Chiranjiva
Bhardwaj, Shrimati Sumangali Devi, took the initiative to educate women in Mauritius and the first woman who
became educated in Mauritius was, Sumeri Devi Parvati. From then on, we can say that the Arya Mahila Mandal
has become one among those sub-committees of the Arya Sabha Mauritius which is very active. We have
members like Smt. Dhanwantee Ramchurn, Smt. Radhika Munee Dhonaw, Dr. Shanti Mohabeer and many others.
Arya Samaj in Mauritius has contributed a lot to the emancipation of women.

Youth Empowerment

It is said that the youth is the backbone of any healthy and happy society and economy. Taking this fact into
account, the Arya Samaj has left no stone unturned in providing assistance to the youth of the Mauritian Society.
Established in 1967, the Mauritius Arya Yuvak Sangh, has proved itself to be the best support to the youth of
Mauritius. We have in Mauritius one Youth Wing in each district and each district has a membership of more than
a hundred youths. The Mauritius Arya Yuvak Sangh has done a lot for the welfare of youngsters, by engaging
them in activities of various kinds, making them strong and motivating them to stay within the parameters of the
rules of Arya Samaj. We have had members like the late Prof. Soodursun Jugessur, who retired as the Vice-
Chancellor of the University of Mauritius, Dr. Oudaye Narain Gangoo Arya Neta, who retired as a Senior Lecturer
at the Mahatma Gandhi Institute, Shri Satyadev Peerthum, who retired as School Inspector and many others.
Hence, we can see that the youth has been well empowered under the roof of the Arya Samaj in Mauritius.

Rajveer Awotar
Secretary, Vaishwik Arya Parivar Samiti
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International Girmitiya Conference 2023

Raj Sobrun, Manager, Arya Sabha Mauritius

I feel privileged and honoured to be associated with the organi-
zation of the “International Conference on Arya Samaj in the
Girmitiya Diaspora” by the Arya Sabha Mauritius to mark the

A 4 %} -{ 1| 200%™ Birth Anniversary of Swami Dayanand Saraswati.
\ ‘A o | ' |some sixty delegates from South Africa, India, Fiji, the Nether-
— : lands and Suriname as from 27t to 30th July 2023. It is an ideal
moment for us to ponder upon the struggles and difficulties faced by our ancestors who left
different regions of India to settle in unknown lands. They strived hard to safeguard their

language and culture. We should never forget the sacrifices of our grandparents. They have
instilled moral values and taught us to follow the path of righteousness.

" [: Arya Sabha is holding this event with the participation of
Tt
)

It is a fact that the Arya Samaj has contributed a lot to mould the future of the Hindu
Community across the diaspora. Efforts have been made to promote and preserve the lan-
guage and culture by the four hundred Arya Samaj branches, spread across Mauritius. It is
indeed a golden opportunity for us to get access to the platform created by the Sabha by
hosting the International Girmitiya Conference. The participants will share their knowledge
and experience and come forward with resolutions for a better future of the Arya Samaj.

This conference will also be an opportunity to pay tribute to our forefathers who have
contributed immensely to set up the Arya Samaj. There are challenging situations awaiting
us in all parts of the world. There is an erosion of values as a new morality is setting in.
The time has come for us to turn again to the subcontinent to imbibe the values its seers
and sages disseminated. We cannot ignore what India has achieved in recent years. We
should draw inspiration from the country of our ancestors. This international forum will
enable us to face these challenges with confidence as we are striving ahead.

I wish all the participants fruitful deliberations and thank them for participating in this
memorable event. I also wish them a pleasant stay in our midst in the hope that they will
take pleasant memories with them back home.

Ishvara (God) is Existent, Conscious and Blissful. He is Formless, Omnisci-
ent, Just, Merciful, Unborn, Endless, Unchangeable, Beginningless, the Sup-
port of all, the Master of all, Omnipresent, Immanent, Unaging, Immortal,
Fearless, Eternal and Holy and the Maker of all. He alone is worthy of being

worshipped.

2nd Principle of Arya Samaj
A A
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Satyarth Prakash Month
&
Official Launching of Savanne AryaYuvak Sangh

On the occasion of Satyarth Prakash Month, a seven day Satsang was held at the seat of the Tyack
Arya Samaj as from 19 June to 25 June 2023.

Daily Yajna was performed as from 5 pm followed by Pravachan on the ‘Satyarth Prakash’ by
Acharya Oomah, Purohit and Purohita.

On 22 June, Yajna was conducted by
Acharya Jitender Pursharth who elaborated
on Chapter ten (Conduct and Diet) in the
presence of Arya Neta, Dr Oudaye Narain
Gangoo

. Dr Oudaye Narain Gangoo stated that

Chapter ten of the Satyarth Prakash deals
with the desirable and undesirable code of
behaviour as well as the permissible and for-
bidden diets. Maharshi Dayanand has quoted
\' profusely from Manu to shed light on good
and bad conduct.

He writes, “People should always bear
in mind that whatsoever is done by learned
men who are good and true, who are free
from inordinate affection and hatred, or whatsoever is known to be true by the testimony of the inner
monitor is the true conduct of life. That alone should be followed.”

The other topic in this chapter is on,
permissible and forbidden diets Swami Ji

writes that people should abstain from
consuming flesh and other ingredients | ||
such as wine, cannabis, indica and opium,
etc

On 25 June, Purnahuti was held in g3
the presence of Acharya Prabhamitra who
elaborated on the importance of the Sat-
yarth Prakash for the betterment of our _
society.

The Savanne Arya Yuvak Sangh
was officially launched in the presence of
Members of Arya Sabha Mauritius and the Mauritius Arya Yuvak Sangh on that occasion.

The event ended at noon with Shanti Path.

Sarvam Nuckcheda
President Tyack Arya Samaj & Savanne Arya Yuvak Sangh
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The sky turns red The glow from the lamp fades
The moon is not visible The road goes straight

Some stars twinkle To the churchyard gate

From bright to faint Some women and men move fast
A bird beautiful goes on chirping In the dark hours of loneliness
The song of loneliness 1t is time to sleep

The trees stand still Young ones listen

The air does not move To tales of their grandparents
The air turns dark About days gone by

The dogs bellow, bark and bite Men come, men go

To the wider spread of loneliness Leaving behind them

The dust of loneliness

Sookraj Bissessur
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